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himself   from   the   pro-slavery   party.     He   actually   thanked PART IV.
Brougham for his exertions;   he disclaimed any  "indifference  1824-41.
to the religious instruction of the slaves" on the part of the 0haP-_23'
Government";   he protested   against the " monstrous   doctrines
propagated by some of the colonists with a view of putting out
the light of natural and revealed religion" ; and he warned them
against " any attempt in future to discourage religion or molest
its teachers."    It was in these debates that Wilberforce spoke wiiber-
for the last time in Parliament.                                                       spee'ch.

Nevertheless, the Anti-slavery leaders were compelled by
Canning's policy of "recommendations" to rest on their oars for
a while; and meantime they set to work to inform the English
people of the real condition of the Negroes, which was little
understood. No doubt many of those who had property in the
West Indies really desired that their slaves should be well
treated, and believed that they actually were well treated; and it
was natural that they should resent the imputations cast upon
all slaveholders alike. But they were sadly ignorant of the
facts. They knew not what their agents and overseers were
doing. They did know, however, quite enough. They knew, or m-treat-
. might have known, that their slaves worked on the sugar-planta-
tions nineteen hours a day in crop time, and fourteen hours and a
half at other times ; that they were kept at work, the weak and
sickly equally with the strong and healthy, by the threat of the
whip; that the slave's " scanty supply of food and clothing was a
source of constant and bitter suffering; that his domestic ties
were utterly dissolved; that every hindrance was thrown in the
way of his education; that his religious teachers were persecuted;
that his day of rest was encroached on ; * that every prospect of
civil rights was taken away ; that however grievous an injury was
inflicted on him, to obtain redress was almost impossible; and
that the slightest offences subjected him to the severest punish-
ments, to the stocks, to the prison, to the lash." \ These things
were general, and not seriously denied; but the charge of cruel
flogging was denied. The returns of punishments, however, given
in by the planters themselves for the two years 1828-9 showed a
total of 68,921 floggings, of which 25,094= were duly registered as
inflicted on females ; and - the law allowed twenty-five stripes to
each ordinary "punishment." At this very time the Jamaica
House of Assembly re-affirmed by a large majority the right to
flog women publicly and indecently. Another new law forbad New law
Negroes " teaching or preaching as Anabaptists or otherwise," vetoed by*
under pain of " whipping, or imprisonment with hard labour" ;
and also prohibited all religious meetings or services between
sunset and sunrise, which was equivalent to forbidding them
altogether. Upon this enactment of a "Christian" legislature

* In one cose, a manager put all his Negroes in the stocks on Sundays, to
prevent their attending chapel.    0. S. Home, Btory of tho L.M.8., p. 161.
f Life of Buaton, p. 213.